Safety Alert
LEAD-BASE PIPE JOINT COMPOUND MAY CAUSE HEALTH RISKS
WHAT IS OCCURRING?
· Some lead-based pipe joint compounds (15% - 70% by weight) are still being used in the oil and gas drilling industry. Some of these compounds are referred to as “API Modified” even though there are alternative compounds that demonstrate sealing performance equal to or better than “API Modified” pipe joint compound. 
· Workers who handle the lead-base pipe joint compound may be exposing themselves to lead exposure. The OSHA permissible exposure limit for lead is 50 micrograms per cubic meter of air for an 8 hour workday. The two major means of metal absorption are inhalation and ingestion.
· Signs of chronic exposure to lead include loss of short-term memory or concentration, depression, nausea, abdominal pain, loss of coordination, and numbness and tingling in the extremities, fatigue, and problems with sleep, headaches, stupor, slurred speech, and anemia. 
WHAT CAUSED IT?
· Companies are still using lead-based pipe joint compound even though there are safer alternatives. 

· Workers handling these lead-based pipe joint compounds may be exposed to lead by not utilizing adequate personal protective equipment as specified on the Material Safety Data Sheets which includes wearing oil-resistant gloves and protective clothing to prevent skin contact.  

· Workers handling lead-based pipe joint compounds may also be ingesting lead by failing to wash their hands before smoking, eating, or drinking.  Smoking, eating and drinking should be done only after hands have been thoroughly washed to remove all pipe joint compound from the skin. . 

· Workers are usually not provided the facilities to shower and change out of the contaminated clothing before leaving the work location. 

WHAT CAN/SHOULD BE DONE? To address this potential exposure, this company did the following:
· Informed all employees and contractors of the mandatory requirements of using only lead-free pipe joint compound on all company locations.
